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Useful InstructioKi . 



[Marcb. 



and modest claistain philosopher, 
be counted and called a conjurer?" 
It appears that the foolish and su- 
perstitious multitude, not contented 
■with verbal ahuse, destroyed the 
larsie collection of instruments, ma- 
iiU3cripts> and printed books, which 
he had painfully amassed at Mort- 
lakc, in Surry, " as belonging to 
one who dealt with the Devil." T. 
Philosophical Magazine, 20, p. 19* 

Mr. J. Farcy says, I had occa- 
sion ill the year 1801, to visit one of 
captain Mudge's stations in the grand 
Trigonometrical survey, on the top 
<'f Quainton-hill, Aylesbury : and 
being surprised while there, by a 
considerable 'explosion, 1 hastened 
to the pit, near where some worfc- 
nien had just blasted a (afge piece 
of rock into fragmentf. On incpiiiv 
ing their process, they assured nie 
thev used no gunpowder, but simply 
iiniltriiiined the roek for about a 
yard in length, and half a yaid in 
depih, and intrcrduced a srtiail fagot 
of brushwood, fjrsie, or a bundle of 
straw, into the cavity, and ^;et it on 
fne, and that, in a few seconds, the 
cnnfinid air in the stone, blew up 
with great force. The fragments of 
the explosion 1 had heard were ly- 
ing about, mach the same as they 
would have been thrown by a blast 
of gun-powder. I saw in the pit se- 
veral other excavations forming un- 
der blocks of two or three feet thick- 
ness, intended to be blasted up in 
the same manner. T. 

Philosophical Magazine, 20, p. 208. 

If a person should fall out of a 
boat, or a boat upset, or he should 
fail off the (luays, or indeed fall info 
any water from which he could not 
extricate himself, but must wait 
.some little time for assistance, had 
he presence of mind enough,|q whip 
alFhishat, ansl h'eld it by the brim, 



placing his fingers withinside the 
crown, and hold it so, (top down- 
wards,) he would he able by this 
method, to keep his mouth well a^ 
bove water, till assistance .should 
reach hint. Indeed, even a swim- 
mer will not hastily go near a drown- 
ing person, let him swim ever so 
well ; for with his clothes on, he i.'s 
fully occupied in keeping himself 
above water, and dares not risk be- 
ing seized in a disadvantageous po- 
sition, by persons devoid of all re- 
collectton (arising from their peri-^ 
loiis situation)' and ready to grasp at 
every thing that comes within their 
reach. But if live swimmer could 
take with him into the water any 
thing that would support ffom five to 
ten pounds weight, he would be 
able, perhaps, to render as^istancf, 
without danger to hmfseif. 'I'his (ie* 
sirable object seems to me attaiiuible 
by the proper use of a man's hat, 
and pocket-handkerchiel', whi( h, 
(being all the apparatns necc.>sar\ )■ 
i.s^ to bcn.s-ed thus :— ^Spread the hand • 
kerchief on the ground, and p!a< (^ 
a hat with its brivn downwards, on 
the vniddle of the handkerchief; and 
tie the handkerchief round the hat, 
as you would tie up a buudle, keel- 
ing the knots as near the centre of 
the crown of the hat as may be — - 
Now by .seizing the knots in one 
hand, and keeping the opening of 
the hat upwards, a person, without 
knowing how to .swim, may fearless 
plunge into the water, With what 
may be necessary to save the life of a 
fellow creature. 

Rnt where lime and circumstances 
will |)eniiit, various modes may be 
adopted! as taking two hats and ly- 
ing the two ends of a walkiiig-stiik 
into the knots of the handkerchiefs, 
and ihen seizing the stick by the 
middle ; or, indeed, as many hats 
may be put on the walking stick as it, 
will hold; which will not be les^ 



